Depressive Symptoms and Academic Achievement: The Role of Adolescents' Perceptions of Teachers' and Peers' Behaviors.
This present study, using a longitudinal design, investigated how depressive symptoms are related to academic achievement and whether the perceptions of teachers' and peers' behaviors moderated this relation. A sample of 302 adolescents (60.10% girls, Mage = 17.35) completed scales measuring the depressive symptoms and perception of their teachers' support/equity and peers' cooperation/cohesiveness behaviors at Time 1. The adolescents' average grades were also collected. The adolescents' depressive symptoms and average grades were measured again at Time 2. The results showed that depressive symptoms measured at Time 1 were negatively associated with academic achievement measured at Time 2. The adolescents' perception of their peers' cooperation/cohesiveness moderated the relation between depressive symptoms and academic achievement. The results' implications for educational practice are discussed.